BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 8th April, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

J Cartwright (Chair)



P Cousins

D Dempsey



D Drury



R Lindsay



N Tye

Also Present:
Councillor D Keane (Babergh District Council)



D Blackburn (Clerk)


The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 

C204/12/13
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Guttridge, Lester and Taylor. 
C205/12/13
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
There were none.

C206/12/13
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C207/12/13
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held on 11th March, 2013 were proposed by Councillor Tye, seconded by Councillor Drury signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C208/12/13
POLICE REPORT
A report from the Police was circulated. There had been only one crime reported during the previous month relating to a minor theft. 
C209/12/13
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Pembroke was not present and hence there was no report on this occasion. 
C210/12/13  BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

Councillor Keane reported that there would be no increase in the District Council element of Council Tax in 2013/14. Further progress had been made in the integration of services between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils. Further to Minute 199/12/13, Members of the Parish Council re-iterated their view that Councillor Keane should seek “call in” any planning application where the Parish Council had lodged an objection, Councillor Keane responded that he would “normally” call in an application in such circumstances but reserved the right to consider each application based upon its individual merits. There was a discussion about a recent application which Councillor Keane had supported following an objection made by the Parish Council.
C211/12/13  SKATE PARK PROJECT
The Chairman reported that tenders had been received and evaluated. There would be a short period of community consultation prior to a final decision being taken to ensure that the design chosen was what was required by users. The Clerk reported that a chain and padlock had been installed on the gate to the Coronation Playing Field to prevent unauthorised access.
It was AGREED: That the update be noted.
C212/12/13
KINGS PIGHTLE PARK

Further to Minute 190/12/13, it was understood that the Kings Pightle Committee had decided not to proceed at the present time with the proposed works that had been reported to the previous work. 

It was AGREED: That confirmation of the above be sought at the next meeting.
C213/12/13 SPEEDWATCH AND TRAFFIC CALMING UPDATE
Councillor Tye reported upon 6 Speedwatch monitoring sessions that had been conducted during March 2013. The Council was glad to note that there had been few speeding incidents identified. Councillor Tye commented that he would be moving out of the village shortly and that a new Speedwatch Coordinator would be required.
Councillor Lindsay reported upon the positive impact that had been made by the VAS (Vehicle Activation System) on Ipswich Road. An approach had been received from a local company seeking its relocation above their site entrance. It was noted however, that the location of a VAS required the support of the County Council. The company had indicated that they could be prepared to make a financial contribution to the Parish Council in providing a VAS.
It was AGREED: 
a. That an article be prepared for inclusion within “The Bugle” seeking a new Speedwatch Coordinator; and
b. That the Clerk provides further details of the estimated cost of providing a VAS on Ipswich Road so that Councillor Lindsay may seek liaise with Taylor Made Joinery over this matter.
 .C214/12/13  SPORTSFIELD UPDATE
Councillor Drury confirmed that the Annual General Meeting of the Sportsfield Committee would be held in the Pavilion on Tuesday, 16th April, 2013 at 7.30pm.  Councillor Drury had used her best endeavours to publicise the meeting as regrettably an article which she had prepared for “The Bugle” had not been included. 
It was AGREED: That Councillor Drury be thanked for organising and publicising the Annual General Meeting.
C215/12/13  CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported on liaison with Robin Sidgwick regarding the annual litter pick in the village. The Clerk had contacted the Council’s insurers who had confirmed that participants would be covered by its insurance policy if the Council exercised a reasonable degree of direction and control over the activity. Reasonable safety precautions should be adhered to in terms of a briefing for all participants, use of high visibility clothing and a check beforehand to identify any potential risks along the proposed route.

The Clerk also referred to the Annual Programme of Meetings for 2013/14 which had been circulated.

It was AGREED: 
a. That the Annual Spring Clean be undertaken in the village and Mr Robin Sidgwick be appointed by the Parish Council to lead the event;
b. That steps be taken to ensure that the bags of rubbish are stored safely and collected as soon as possible after the event;
c. That the Annual Parish Meeting be held on Monday, 22nd April, 2013 at 7.30pm; and

d. That the Annual Programme of Meetings for 2013/14 be approved.

C216/12/13  MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING


Members of the Parish Council noted that previously a decision had been taken to provide litter bins in the future rather than dog bins as litter bins could be used for both purposes. The Clerk undertook to liaise with Babergh District Council to seek new and replacement bins on that basis. 
C217/12/13 AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

The Clerk reported on enhanced security checks required by Barclays Bank that necessitated the submission of a new bank mandate. This had impeded recent payments and the transfer of funds to the Unity Trust Bank as approved at the previous meeting. The Clerk circulated a new bank mandate for completion by all Members of the Parish Council. The Council noted that the Clerk’s payment for March 2013 would be authorised by the Chairman, once the new HMRC online payment system had been set up.

It was noted that Councillor Taylor required reimbursement of £27.54 in respect of an invoice approved for payment at the previous meeting from Astutitium Ltd for the Domain renewal. The Clerk reported that Councillor Taylor had acted to safeguard the current arrangement after it became apparent that the cheque sent to the company had been lost in the post.


It was AGREED: That the above actions be taken.
C218/12/13
FINANCIAL UPDATE
The Clerk reported on steps being taken to finalise the 2012/13 accounts. It was noted that the transfer of monies from the general fund to other specific funds should be conducted at the June meeting in accordance with normal practice.
It was AGREED: That the report be noted.

C219/12/13
GRANTS SCHEME
The Clerk reported upon a paper that had been prepared by Councillor Taylor following representations received from Councillor Cousins providing clearer criteria and more comprehensive information about the Council’s grants scheme than existed currently.

It was AGREED: 
a. That the proposals be welcomed and uploaded on the Bildeston website; and

b. That grant applications be received and considered at the May meeting of the Parish Council. 

C220/12/13  PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation
	Application Number:
	B/13/00280

	Location:
	3 Church Road, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7SA

	Proposal:
	Erection of single-storey rear extension

	Decision:
	No Objection from Parish Council


	Application Number:
	B/13/00301

	Location:
	Christmas Hall, Market Place, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EN

	Proposal:
	Remove Leylandi

	Decision:
	No Objection from Parish Council




Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council


There were none that had been determined since the last meeting.

C221/12/13  MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

· Councillor Dempsey raised the growing problem of dog mess on pavements in the village. The need for witnesses to report such matters to Babergh District Council was noted. The Clerk undertook to seek additional “no dog fouling” signs from the District Council. 

· Councillor Tye raised the Community Consultation exercise that had been undertaken and all Councillors were urged to send their responses to Councillor Lester so that a coordinated response could be provided to the District Council.

· Councillor Tye referred to an unfortunate recent incident in the Market Place where a person who had been providing a “Benefits Roadshow” was abused by a local resident. 

C222/12/13  PUBLIC SESSION


There were no matters raised.


The meeting closed at 9.14pm

Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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